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sugar, but to remove some of the artificial advantages under which It competed with the sugar produced In India; neither protection nor retaliation,, but an equalisation of the burdens of the home producer and the foreign Importer. The result Is not as striking as was anticipated. But the question is doubtless complicated by many other considerations which it is unnecessary to dwell upon here. It must be mentioned, however,, that the system of local (municipal) taxation in the towns of India is not all that can be desired. The octroi imposts sometimes strangle or kill nascent industries, which usually seek a location in towns; at any rate, they hamper the free import of produce into towns for manufacturing purposes. Take a hypothetical case. If unrefined sugar imported Into the town for a refinery pays an octroi of 2 ans. per maund, and refined Austrian sugar pays 3 ans. per maund ; and unrefined sugar sells at a rupee a maund,, while refined sugar sells at Rs.5 per maund; the result Is that the local refiner pays a tax of 12|~ per cent, on his raw material besides the income tax on his profits as estimated by the Tahsildar, while the importer of refined sugar gets In with less than 4 per cent, paid to the municipality. Local taxation is, fortunately or unfortunately, in the hands of people who have received no training in finance or political economy,, and they often unconsciously levy imposts against the Interests of their own towns or people,